The Epistle to the Romans

Study 26
Romans 10:5-10
5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. 

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead) 

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Righteousness by Law or by Faith   

Qn:  How many religions are there in the world?  What are the differences between them?

....................................................................................................................................................................  
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Why should the Jews know better than all other peoples in the world that salvation is by faith and not by works?

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Comments:  The Jews did contrary to what God said in regards to obtaining salvation.  They sought righteousness that is not by faith but by the law.   Now listen to what Paul says in regards to righteousness that is by the law.  He quotes what Moses said in the Old Testament in Leviticus chapter 18.   .   
Listen to what Paul says in regards to righteousness that is by the law.  He quotes Moses from the book of Leviticus.  Verse 5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them.  Those who seek to live by the law, that is those who seek salvation or righteousness by obeying the laws, must perform what the laws require perfectly.  If they fail in obeying the laws in even one single point, they fail completely in that they would have broken all the laws completely.  James 2:10, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."

Verse 3, "For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
Qn:  Where did the Jews go wrong in their pursuit of righteousness?
.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Comments: The truth is there is absolutely no way that we can keep the laws perfectly.  In fact we have broken every of God’s laws.  We are condemned.  We are not able to establish the kind of righteousness God requires for us to be saved, no matter how good we are.  We can’t save ourselves.

There was this story about a noted English physician who was succumbing to a fatal disease.  He sought out one authority after another authority in Europe, even the highest and best authority to seek a cure.  Finally, he came to one authority who said this to him, “The only one who can save you is this English physician, Dr Darwin of Derby.”  This very sick physician was very sad upon hearing what this authority said.  He replied, “I am Dr Darwin of Derby.”  He was the best, but he could not save himself.  That’s the truth about us spiritually.  Even the best of us cannot save ourselves.  We have broken God’s laws.  We are totally unable to fulfil perfectly the righteousness the law requires. 

The Jews during the time of the great Apostle Paul of course did not like to hear the truth of the Gospel, because they were counting on their effort to establish their own righteousness to be saved.  That is why the message that salvation through Jesus Christ is free and is a gift from God didn’t go down well with them.  It was a stumbling block to them.  They tripped when they heard the Gospel of grace.  For them it was, “I must do.  I must do.  In fact, I did.  All my life I have been faithfully obeying the laws of God and therefore I must be saved.”  That surely was the thinking of the rich, young ruler who came to Jesus and asked this question, Mark 10, "...Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? "   He thought that he had kept the laws well ever since he was a youth.  He could have done no wrong as far as obeying the laws was concerned.

Qn:  Many people in the world think that they have righteousness.  If they regard themselves as ‘good people’,  what might they have – righteousness or morality?  What’s the difference between them?

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................

DL Moody gave this account of his experience preaching the Gospel in England.  He said, “I remember a lady in the north of England who became quite angry when I made this statement: “None in this congregation will be saved until they stop trying to save themselves.  Down she came from the gallery, and said to me, “You have made me perfectly miserable.”  “Indeed,” I said, “but how is that?”  “Why, I always thought that if I kept on trying,  God would save me at some time; and now you tell me to stop trying.  What then am I to do?”   
Qn:  What would your answer be if you were DL Moody?

....................................................................................................................................................................
Righteousness which is of faith or righteousness that is by faith.   
Verse 6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead) 

Qn: Righteousness is obtained simply by faith in Jesus Christ.  Based on these 2 verses why is the obtaining of righteousness something that is practicable – think of the two impossibilities that are not required?

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Paul in saying these words 6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead),  was actually quoting Moses who was speaking to the children of Israel just before they entered into the Promised Land.  In Deut 30: 12-14, we read 12 It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

God was promising the children of Israel tremendous blessings in the Promised Land.  All that they needed to do was to obey God’s commands.  They needed not to perform miracles or expect God to perform miracles to receive these promised blessings.  What they needed to do was to by faith do His commandments and they would enjoy His blessings.  
Verse 14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.
Qn: Likewise in the preaching of the Gospel, what are not needed to bring people to the Lord?

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... 
But the Jews were always looking for miracles.  They wanted miracles to feed their faith.  No miracles no faith.  They did not believe that Jesus was their Messiah and they wanted him to prove that He was by performing more and more miracles.  The Lord had to say this to them.  Matthew 12:39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:  40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  It wasn’t that the Lord did not perform miracles while He walked on this earth.  He did and many too.
Qn: Comment on His miracles of the ‘Five loaves and two fishes’, and His resurrection. What impact did they make on the Jews?

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Comment on the brand of so-called Gospel preaching that emphasizes signs and wonders.  (These preachers hold faith healing and exorcism sessions. They claim that Gospel preaching must be accompanied by performance of miracles so that the Gospel preached is not a partial but full Gospel.) 
.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  It is true:  No performance of miracles is needed for people to receive righteousness.  Righteousness is obtained by faith.  But faith in what?   Of course it is faith in the Lord and His Word

Verse 8 But what saith it? (What does the word of God say?) The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach.

How far is the Word of God from us?  How readily is the Word available to us today?

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  In essence what must we believe for our salvation?   1 Corinthians 15:1-4, "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;  By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:"
.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Confession of Our Faith

Verses  9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

We have this very interesting account given in His Word in the

Qn:  If we have truly believed in the Lord, can we be secret believers?  Consider the examples of Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus.   We read in John 19: 38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 40 Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How well is your reputation as a believer known to others?
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Now it is true baptism does not save.  It is really an outward confession of the inward grace that has been worked in us.  God has given us salvation.  We already possess it and baptism is God’s ordained means by which we publicly confess we have this salvation.  It is like wearing a uniform.  If this is God’s ordained means for our confessing Him, why then do people not want to be baptized if they are true believers?  Think of this warning given by the Lord: Matt 10:32-33, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven."

....................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn: Let’s look further at this confession made by faith....  9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  Now it is clear we must also confess the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord.  There is one school of thought in Christiandom that teaches that you do not have to receive Jesus as Lord to be saved.  You need only to receive Him as Saviour.  They say to confess Jesus as Lord simply means you are confessing Jesus as God, because the word LORD in the OT simply means Jehovah.  Therefore to confess Jesus as Lord simply means you are confessing Jesus as Jehovah ie you are confessing Jesus as God and not as Lord.  Comment on such a teaching.

.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Comment:  This school of teaching is false, because it does not acknowledge the need to receive Christ as Lord. It also teaches that there is no need to repent from your sins,  no need for commitment to the Lord and no need to follow Jesus to be saved.  It says if you add repentance and commitment and following Jesus to your decision to receive Christ, you commit a heresy.  You have added works to your salvation.  This school of thought actually does believe in repentance, but defines repentance as a change of mind in regards to who Jesus is. It has no reference to changing of the mind with regards to sin. There is no need for change in conduct and behaviour.  Such a definition is erroneous.  Repentance demands a turning away from our sins to God.  It demands a change in conduct and behaviour.  
Qn:  How related would this teaching be to ‘easily believism’?
.................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Think of a couple making their marriage vow at the altar.  The groom sincerely makes this vow, “I, take you my beloved to my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my word.”  Then it comes to woman’s turn.  She says, “I take thee my beloved,  to my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey, till death us do part, according to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my word .... but  I am really not willing to make this commitment to obey.  Mister Minister, Can you please not stop the wedding, even though I am not prepared to make this commitment?”  Would this relationship (or lack of it) be a suitable analogy to that of a person’s receiving Christ as Saviour and not Lord?
.................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
Summary: Righteousness is by faith in Jesus Christ.  Anyone wanting to obtain righteousness through the observance of the law, must absolutely satisfy the requirements of the law.  But to do this is utterly impossible for all of us have sinned.  All of us have broken the laws of God.

To obtain righteousness, we do not have to do the impossible.  We do not have to ascend to heaven to bring Christ down.  Neither do we have to descend into the deepest deep to bring Christ up.  The truth is Christ had already come down from heaven to dwell among man and to die for man.  The truth is also that He had risen from the dead.  What we need to do to obtain righteousness is to believe in Him Who died and rose up for us as recorded in His Word.
If we truly have received this righteousness from Christ, we must necessarily confess Him.  There is no such a thing as a secret believer.  If you are a believer in Christ and have not confessed Him publicly through holy baptism, why not?

Finally, let’s understand if Jesus is our Saviour, He has to be the Lord of our life.  There are no two ways about it.
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